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peared to both. Nothing, therefore, is wanting to establish the
evidence of this stupendous transaction throughout upon the
firmest basis.

Saul, indeed, as THE LORD told Ananias, was " His chosen
vessel, to bear his name, or propagate his religion before Gen-
tiles and Kings, and sons of Israel; and to suffer greatly for
Ms name's sake," Acts ix. 15, 16.

And, for tins arduous office, lie was eminently qualified and
gifted. He was deeply versed in Jewish and Heathen philosophy,
and from his education in both, was, perhaps,, the most learned
man of his own, or of any age; and lie spoke, by inspiration,
in more tongues, and languages than any, or than all the Apostles,
or the most highly gifted converts, 1 Cor. xiv. 18. He was also
the most powerful witness of CHRIST ; for he saw him In glory,
after Ms ascension, which none of the other Apostles did, until
that last, most distinct, and most glorious appearance to the beloved
Jolm, In Patmos, A.D. 95, crowning all the preceding manifesta-
tions of THE GOD OF GLORY from Abraham's clays, B.C. 2093.

Thus, by a singular and most unexpected and surprizing dis-
pensation of Him, " whose ways are not as our ways, nor His
thoughts as our thoughts," was Saul "the blasphemer" , of
CHRIST, and "persecutor" of his saints, made the first fruits
of the dying martyr Stephen's Intercession for his murderers. In
the true Spirit of Ms Divine Master, " LOED lay not this sin to
their charge;" as a brand plucked out of the fire ! and also, the
first voucher to the truth of his testimony of seeing JESUS
CHRIST in glory at the right hand of GOD, by what lie him-
self soon after saw and heard on his journey to Damascus. But
Saul, as he afterwards candidly and humbly confessed, after lie
had been the chief of sinners, obtained mercy, for these reasons,
1. Because he sinned ignorantly in disbeliefy in disbelief of the
GOSPEL, and ignorance of the elementary nature of the LAW,
designed as a schoolmaster to bring us to CHRIST; and 2, That
In Ms most striking case, and for the encouragement of the
greatest sinners not to despair, JESUS CHRIST might shew
forth to the world a pattern of his long sufferance to future be-
lievers, unto eternal life; by graciously entrusting, even to this
blasphemer &&d persecutor, THE GLORIOUS GOSPEL of THE
BLESSED GOD, and enabling and strengthening him to suffer
so greatly for his sake, by undauntedly and perseveringly en-
countering trials and persecutions, enough to have made him of
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